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L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

2005/2006
Sociology 4317 WA:
Quantitative Methods 

Instructor: 
Dr. Jianye Liu                                                                                    Office:  RB 2034 

Telephone: 343 8215

Email: jianye.liu@lakeheadu.ca
Office Hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00-1:00 p.m. or by appointment
Classes:

AT 3003,
Tuesday, 2:30-4:00 p.m.

Thursday, 2:30-4:00 p.m. 

Introduction
The emphasis of the course will be on practical application of statistical techniques as well as developing an understanding the conceptual links between them.

This course is an extension of the introductory course in Statistics given in Sociology 2291 and 3309. The first two or three weeks will be devoted to reviewing the basic statistical measures seen in SOCI 3309. After this review, "advanced" statistical techniques such as multiple regression and correlation, analysis of variance, partial correlation or path analysis will be covered. The emphasis of the course will be on practical application of statistical techniques as well as developing an understanding the conceptual links between them. Many of the statistical techniques seen in this course call for appreciably large data sets and working with a statistical package like SPSS. If you have not already learned to use any statistical package in SOCI 3309, a short introductory session of SPSS will be given during the term.

Prerequisite: Sociology 2291 and 3309 are the prerequisite for this course, unless you either have taken equivalent courses or have permission from me to enroll in it. 
Texts: 
The textbook for this course is:

Agresti, Alan and B. Finlay, 1997. Statistical Methods for the Social Sciences, 3rd or latest edition. Upper Saddle River: Prentice-Hall.
The text will be available in the University bookstore. It may be possible to find used copies of the text, but students must ensure that the book they have is the third edition. (you may find an used book from following web site: http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0135265266/qid=1102088181/sr=2-1/ref=pd_ka_b_2_1/102-3535045-1547333). While students are required to follow the readings in the text, it is often helpful to consult other statistics texts, which may present the same material in a somewhat different way.
Evaluation:

1. Assignments: 
There will be 3 assignments during the term. The assignments are intended to provide practice in using statistical computing packages, emphasizing both conceptual understanding and the interpretation of results. Students are free to use the SAS or SPSS packages whichever is available. However, examples in class will use SPSS.
The three assignments, which will carry a total of 45% of your final grade, should be submitted on or before due date. If a valid reason prevents you from submitting an assignment on the due date, please inform me in advance by telephone or by e-mail. Assignments received after the due date without a valid reason will have their grade reduced by a rate of 5% daily. 
2. There will be a mid-term test (75 minutes) on late February. The test will carry 20% of your final grade.
3. The final examination will cover the remaining 35% of your final grade.

